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This project was developed to provide meaningful reading/writing
activities which would involve the parents of kindergartners in the
reading process.

Research studies reviewed in literature supported

the theory that kindergartners should be taught basic reading skills
and parents need to be involved in the reading process.

It is currently

recognized that parents can do a great deal to develop reading and
writing skills at home.

Therefore, the role of the teacher is extended

beyond the school into the home.
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CHAPTER 1
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Introduction
Parents are the children's primary teacher.

Research has shown

that parents play a vital role in the education of their children
and students are more likely to succeed in school and society when
their parents actively participate in their education (Senate Education
Committee, 1990; Amundson, 1988; Rasinski, 1989).

The greatest influence

on a child's learning to read is living in a home with many encouraging
and stimulating activities related to reading.

On the top of the

list is the oral reading of books to children.

Statement of the Problem
Parents of kindergartners need access to meaningful activities
which will help strengthen their child's skills in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking.

Because many parents of low socio-economic

homes are unaware of the importance of the environmental factors which
contribute to reading readiness, it is the task of educators to inform
parents and to help them provide their children with experiences and
activities which will encourage reading.

At the present time this

type of material is not available to the parents in the Sumner School
District in Washington state.

Purpose of the Study

(
The purpose of this project was twofold.
1

The first purpose was

2

to provide meaningful reading and writing activities for kindergarten
children to work on at home with their parents.

Second, to help educate

the parents on the positive effects of being directly involved in
their child's academic progress.
Since parents are a strong positive or negative influence on
their children's progress in school, especially at the pre-school
and primary levels, the activity packets were developed to help parents
become more knowledgeable about the reading/writing process and to
encourage them to become active participants in the child's learning
to read and write.

The activity packets were developed to help parents

help their children by giving them instructional materials to use
at home in the teaching of reading and writing.

Importance of the Study

It is well established that parents realize they have a major
responsibility in promoting the reading development of their children
(Rasinski, 1989).

Since a child's education neither begins nor ends

with the hours he or she spends in school, any coordinated effort
between school and home may increase the possibility that a child
will experience success in learning.

Parents and teachers need to

maintain a vital partnership in order to achieve excellence in education.

Scope of the Study

A packet of monthly take home reading and writing activities
was developed to provide meaningful learning experiences for kindergartners.
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The materials were piloted in two self-contained kindergarten classes.
The activities supplemented and reinforced school district's adopted
literature-based reading program.

Limitations of the Study

The project was limited to the kindergarten children with an
emphasis on low to middle socio-economic families.

The monthly activity

packets focused specifically on developing an appreciation of reading
and writing for the child and involving the parents in the learning
process.

Emphasis was limited to include only activities for reading

and writing readiness and beginning reading and writing.

Definition of Tenns

Readiness:

In a Piagetian sense, readiness means possessing

skills and abilities of a preceding stage of development.
development determines learning

Or simply,

(Hittleman, 1988).

Language Experience Approach:

The method involves using children's

own experiences, recorded in their own language, to teach them to
read

(Morris, 1986).
Activities:

Experiences, games, and methods for teaching comprehensive

skills which enhance the child's reading and writing abilities (author).
Basic Reading Skills:

Understanding the functions of reading

and writing as well as specific information about letters, sounds,
and words
1985).

(R.C. Anderson, E.H. Hiebert, J.A. Scott, and T.A. Wilkinson,

4

S.E.S.:

Socio - Economic Status.

family's income--high, middle, or low
Educationally at Risk:

It is generally based on the
(author).

Those who lack basic skills or lack additional

resources, such as help and encouragement from family members
and Carpenter, 1987).

(Just

CHAPTER 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

Over the last two decades many studies have investigated the
effort of involving parents in their children's education.

The results

of these studies are nearly unanimous in their conclusions--parental
involvement is associated with greater academic achievements by students;
improved attitudes on the part of both student and parents toward
education; and additional participation by parents in other school
activities (Hart, 1988).

The conclusions are applicable to students

at·all grade levels of education, and from all social and academic
backgrounds.

The common ingredient for success is that the parents

have a sufficiently strong interest in their children's education
that they become active participants in the process, most often at
home (Rasinski, 1989).

Now that educators are aware of the benefits

that come when parents assist with the education of their children,
the schools are exploring creative ways of involving parents directly
in the learning process.

Parental Responsibilities

When Instructor magazine polled more than 8,500 teachers and
asked them the one thing they would like to tell national policymakers
about the most effective way to raise student achievement, the answer

I

given most frequently was more parental involvement (Amundson, 1988).
The teachers polled felt that parental involvement was more important
5
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than smaller class size, more important than promoting student responsibility,
and more important than decreasing time students spend watching television.
Amundson (1988) reported on a research conducted by Joyce Epstein,
professor at John Hopkins University, which supports the findings
in the same poll.

In a 1984 hearing of the House of Representatives

Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families, Epstein (cited
in Amundson, 1988) testified:
If teachers had to choose only one policy to stress, these
results suggest that the most payoff for the most parents
and students will come from teachers involving parents in
helping their children in learning activities at home. (p. 2)
There is a considerable research base that supports the teachers'
emphasis on the importance of parental involvement in education.
In fact, researchers have demonstrated that parental involvement produces
significant benefits for students, parents, and schools (Rasinski,
1989).

Based upon a recent review of research related to parental

involvement in education, Ann Henderson (cited in Amundson, 1988)
summarizes nearly 50 studies of parental involvement.

She concluded:

Programs designed with strong parent involvement produce
students who perform better than otherwise identical programs
that do not involve parents as thoroughly, or that do not
involve them at all.

Schools that relate well to their communities

have student bodies that outperform other schools.

Children

whose parents help them at home and stay in touch with the
school score higher than children of similar aptitude and
family backgrounds whose parents are not involved.

Schools
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where children are failing improve dramatically when parents
are called in to help. (p.2)
The first large-scale study of the factors that lead to student
achievement was James Coleman's massive research effort conducted
for the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

Equality

of Educational Opportunity did not set out to explore the relationship
between parent involvement and student performance (Amundsen, 1988).
Nonetheless, the results of the study showed that there was a stronger
correlation between student achievement and school quality.

According

to Amundson (1988), "This report was interpreted to mean that schools
don't count; it's the family that counts.

This is an oversimplification;

however, it does underscore that what children bring to school -background and environment -- is critically important in the learning
process" (p.4).
Parents are their children's first and most influential teachers.
Research has indicated that the preschool years are among the most
formative in the child's life, and the influence of the

home as a

significant factor in reading development is well established (Wahl,
1988).

Evidence keeps growing on the crucial importance of the early

years in the development of literacy (Chall, 1989).
Once children are enrolled in school, parents have a number of
additional ways they can participate in their education.

One of the

most effective is to work with their children to reinforce lessons
learned at school (Hart, 1988).

If their writing outside of school

is limited to an occasional letter, writing skills will remain rudimentary.
For optimal education to take place, skills need to be taught and
practiced at home and at school (Rasinski, 1989).
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Such practice is especially true for students whose background
would place them "educationally at risk" of failing or falling behind
in school.

A number of studies, according to Amundson (1988), have

found that parents can play an important role in helping these "at
risk" students succeed.

One comprehensive study of supplementary

home instruction was reviewed by Amundson (1988).

All entering kindergartners

who functioned below the 25th percentile on three or more tests of
ability and development received a personalize learning program for
part of the school day.

In addition, a randomly selected group of

children also received an at-home, parent-directed learning activities
program focused on their particular needs.

Both groups of children

scored in the normal range at the end of kindergarten.

At the beginning

of their first grade, only the students who had received home instruction
to supplement their school work had maintained the gains.

Socio-Economic Status

The problem with many studies on parent involvement is that they
have not carefully screened out the effects of socio-economic status
(SES).

In general, the higher the family SES, the greater the probability

that parents will participate in school affairs (Wahl, 1988).

At

least one major study has carefully worked to isolate the independent
effects of parent income and parent involvement.
Gigliotte and Brookover (1988) studied schools with similar size,
geographic locale, and student SES.

They found that parent participation

was a critical factor in determining the overall effectiveness
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of school, regardless of the income level of the parents.

It is important

to note that parents must be involved with learning activities for
parent involvement to lead to significant achievement gains for students
(Hart, 1989).
l.

Two important conditions for students' gains

are:

Involvement in the classroom, rather than the school in general,
is related to academic success.

2.

Parent involvement specifically, not the use of instructional
aides in general, is associated with school success. (Hart,
1988, p.4)

In an October 1987 article in PHI DELTA KAPPAN, researchers McLaughlin
and Shields (cited in Amundson, 1988) discussed policy implications
involving low-income parents in the school.

They reported:

... strong evidence that low-income and poorly educated parents
want to play a role in their children's education.

Conventional

wisdom to the contrary, parents who lack knowledge themselves
do not necessarily lack interest in the schools their children
attend.

What is lacking in most schools and districts are

appropriate strategies or structures for involving low-income
parents. (p.5)
It is imperative that school policies more effectively find ways
to involve all parents.

McLaughlin and Shields (cited in Amundson,

1988) note three strategies that seem to be most effective in involving
low-income parents:
First, school administrators and teachers -- not parents
-- must take the initiative for reaching out.

Second, parent-

involved activities must be scheduled for the convenience
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of parents, not schools. (p.7)
Parental involvement improves student achievement and the form
of parental involvement (research has not identified the best form
of parental involvement) does not seem to be crucial so long as it
is reasonably well-planned, comprehensive, and long lasting (Dzama,
1985).

There is, however, strong evidence that when parents show

an interest in their children's schooling, they promote the development
of attitudes that are key to achievement.

This finding is irrespective

of social class or income.
Miriam Stearn of the Stanford Research Institute (cited in Hart,
1988) has proposed that when parents act as tutors of their children,
the children perform better because of three interconnected chains
of events.

The chains are increased student motivation, increased

student skills, and improved parent self-image.
then has a reinforcing effect on the parent.

The child's success

As the child's greater

achievement becomes manifest, the parent grows more confident, seeing
himself or herself as the cause of the child's achievement (Hart,
1988).

According to Hart, ''The parent's sense of being able to control

what happens is, in turn, reflected back to the child who realizes
that he can be successful by application of his own efforts and is
therefore motivated to continue his efforts''

(p.6).

Additionally, a report by the National Committee for Students
in Education (cited in Hart, 1988) concluded:
1.

The family provides the primary educational environment.

2.

Involving parents in their children's education improves student
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achievement.
3.

Parent involvement is most effective when it is comprehensive,
long lasting and well planned.

4.

The benefits are not confined to early childhood or the elementary
level -- strong effects come from involving parents continuously
through high school.

(p.8)

Beginning Reading and Writing Skills

Numerous sources (Aaron, Chall, Durkin, Goodman, and Strickland,
1990) agree that reading aloud to children from the very first year
is very important.

Children derive pleasure from being held close,

listening to parent's voice, seeing the colorful illustration, and
turning the pages (Glazer, 1981).

This begins to promote the love

for reading.
Children begin to learn about reading by being read to, and no
special ''teaching" needs to be included.

Reading aloud to children

promotes vocabulary development, a sense of story, an understanding
of the speech-print relationship, and an interest in
Durkin

literature.

(1983) stated that "Children who have had the variety of reading

and reading-related experiences prior to school entrance will have
more success in beginning reading than children who have had fewer
opportunities"

(p.64).

The question no longer seems to be "should reading be introduced
in kindergarten,'' but rather ''how should it be introduced.''

That is,

what instructional methods or approaches are most appropriate for teaching
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kindergartners to read?

According to Morris (1986), there are several

recommendations for literacy development in kindergarten:
1.

Build instruction in reading on what the child already knows
about oral language - focus on meaningful experiences and
meaningful language rather than merely on isolated

skill

development.
2.

Provide reading experiences as an integrated part of a language
arts program that includes speaking, listening, and writing.

3.

Encourage risk-taking.

In children's first attempts at reading

and writing, teachers should accept what appears to be errors
as part of children's natural patterns of growth and development.
4.

Make parents aware of their child's reading process by providing
activities that actively involve the parent. (pp. 2-3)

Skills vs. "Natural" Reading

Another issue concerning the teaching of reading - particularly
early reading - is, should we teach reading skills or let children
learn by "just reading"?

While some children may discover the letter/sound

relationship by themselves, research evidence over the past 70 years
is overwhelming that direct instruction is needed and contributes to
better development of decoding, word recognition, and comprehension,
and provides a better transition to later reading stages (Chall, 1987;
Anderson et al, 1985).

Chall (1987) states that ''This is because the

relations between sounds and letters are usually not discovered without
instruction by most children, particularly those at high risk"
80).

(p.
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In its final report, Becoming a Nation of Readers, the Commission
on Reading concluded phonics is.crucial to learning how to read and
that it should be taught early (it should be completed by the end
of the second grade) and kept simple.

Classroom research shows that

on the average, children who are taught phonics get off to a better
start in learning to read than children who are not taught phonics.
The Commission on Reading also stressed the importance of being read
to and reading and writing stories, poems, and informational selections
to which the students apply their newly gained skills -- are also
important for reading development (Anderson et al, 1985).
The Commission on Reading reported that writing will actually
improve reading skills.

Writing helps students improve in phonics,

spelling, vocabulary development, and reading instruction. (Anderson
et al, 1985).

Recent observations suggest that many young children

bring a great deal of knowledge about written language to early childhood
programs (Vukelich & Golden, 1982).

Vukelich &Golden stated "Teachers

of young children should encourage children to write and experiment
with the written language" (p. 3).

Listed below are a few writing

experiences that Vukelich &Golden (1985) recommend for young children:
1.

Daily opportunity and time for writing.

Dictated experience

stories involves using children's own experiences recorded
in their own language.
2.

A writing center for children to explore the written language
on their own.

3.

Writing tools, pencils, pens, wide tip color markets, and
paper with and without lines.
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4.

Other tools to foster writing exploration:
magnetic letters, and wooden letters.

a typewriter,

(p. 7)

Sunmary

Overall, the literature reveals that parent participation makes
a significant difference in the child's progress, and that parents
and educators realize that the parents have a major responsibility
in promoting the reading development of their children.

The time is

right for seeking greater parent involvement in the school reading
program.

If

parents are provided with opportunities to actively

participate in reading instruction,

they will

appreciation for reading teachers' work.

develop a greater

Moreover, as parents become

more involved, they will become knowledgeable about school reading
instruction and be better able to understand, accept, and support the
teacher's instructional philosophy.

Getting parents to engage in home

reading activities with their child that are congruent with reading
instruction in the schools is an excellent approach for bridging the
gap between home and school.

CHAPTER 3
METHODOLOGY

The Purpose

The take home reading/writing activity packets were designed
to provide activities for parents at Victor Falls Elementary in the
Sumner, Washington School District, to implement at home with their
kindergarten child.

The activities correspond to the school district's

literature-based reading program adopted for kindergarten.

Development of Materials

A selective review of the literature pertaining to the effectiveness and need for parent involvement at home working with their children
on academic skills was conducted.

This study was limited to literature

pertaining to the development of reading/writing skills for kindergarten
children and the effects of parent involvement.
Research overwhelmingly shows that parents can affect a child's
reading readiness by participating in a variety of experiential and
skill oriented activities.

The most dramatic evidence of this was

a statement made by the Center for the Study of Reading:
Reading depends upon wide knowledge.

The more knowledge

children are able to acquire at home, the greater their
chance for success in reading.

The ways in which parents

talk to their children about an experience influence what
knowledge the children will gain from the experience and
15
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their later ability to draw on the knowledge when reading.
While a rich background of experience and the oral language
facility to discuss this experience provides an essential
foundation, the specific abilities required for reading
come from immediate experience with written language.

The

single most important activity for building the knowledge
required for eventual success in reading is reading aloud
to children.

(Anderson et al, 1985, pp. 22-23)

Therefore, the activities designed for the monthly packet provided
practice in the following areas:
1.

The joy of being read to

2.

Development of thinking skills

3.

Development of oral language skills

4.

Development of writing skills

5.

Development of listening skills

6.

Development of perceptual skills

7.

Development of letter and word recognition

By focusing on these areas, the parents were made aware of the
number of important skills that are vital to the reading/writing process.
After determining the development of specific reading and writing
skills for kindergarten children and the importance of parental involvement, resources were investigated to identify the activities that
would be most effective for the development of each skill.

Many of

the activities were developed from these books:
Storytelling and Nursery Rhymes by Sue Lewis ·and Rozanne Williams (1988)
Fun with Fairy Tales, Teacher Created Materials, (1984)
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Language Arts, by Susan Amerikaner, (1987)
Read It Again, by Liz Rothlein and Terri Christman, (1989)
Holiday Writing Forms, by Joy Evans and Jo Ellen Moore, (1986)
Enhancing Literature, by Drew, Kato, Lockwood-Larson, Owens,
Updike, (1989)
Frank Schaffer Fairy Tale Sequencing, by Sue Ryona, (1983)
Fun With Initial Consonants, by Karen Nakano (1979)
(For full citation, refer to references)

Implementation

A survey was conducted before the project was put into operation
to determine parent support for the take home activity packet.
copy of the survey is in Appendix A.

A

All of the parents surveyed

expressed an interest in the take home activity packet.

Parents appear

to be aware of their vital role in the education of their child.
At the beginning of every month (beginning September, 1989),
students received a packed with approximately 20 various reading/writing
activities.

The packets contained a monthly calendar of daily activities

that the child and/or parent can choose from.

The directions and

learning objectives were clearly printed on each reading and writing
activity.
The students were encouraged to complete at least three activities
a week.

However, the completion of all of the activities was encouraged.

At the end of each month, the student returned the completed activities
to the classroom teacher.

The teacher monitored and rewarded the

student's progress and returned the packet to the student.

CHAPTER 4
RESULTS OF THE PROJECT

Sunmary

The focus of this study has been on the importance of educating
parents on the positive effects of being directly involved in their
child's academic progress and providing meaningful reading and writing
activities for kindergarten children to work on at home with their
parents.
There are 125 activities identified and formatted into the monthly
activity packets.
taught in class.

The activities reinforced the skills and concepts
Appendix B includes the calendars from September

to May and their accompanying activities.

Each monthly activity packet

focused on the development of reading, writing, speaking, and listening
skills.

The children received their activity packet in a manila folder

at the beginning of each month.

At the end of each month the completed

packet was returned to the teacher so the child's progress could be
monitored.

The teacher wrote encouraging comments on the completed

activities and returned the packet to the student.

The parents appreciated

the encouraging, positive comments concerning their child's academic
progress.

Conclusions

As mentioned earlier, it is very important that the school and
home work together.

Only if what parents do at home and what teachers
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do at school are striving for the same results, all together we will
help the child as much as possible.

The take home activity packet

has effectively helped bridge the gap between school and home.

The

parents became more familiar with their child's formal education,
thus, better able to reinforce at home the principles and concepts
of that process.
Appendix C includes the parent questionnaire which was conducted
in June 1990 after the completion of the May activity packet.

As a

result of the parent questionnaire on the effectiveness of the instructional
materials designed and implemented in the monthly activity packet,
the following statements were made:
1.

Families appreciated the opportunity to spend quality time

with their child - especially the working parent.
2.

Activities were enjoyable for both parents and child.

3.

Participation in the project increased the parent's knowledge

of how reading is taught.

They became aware that reading is

a combination of numerous skills.
4.

Activities helped to make learning to read fun.

5.

When the parents took the time to help their child with the

various activities, it helped to develop a positive attitude
about school and learning.
6.

The parents enjoyed

packet.

the teacher's written comments on each

Teachers obviously took an interest in each child's

approach to an assignment.
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Reco11111endations
As a result of completing this project, the following recommendations
are suggested:
l.

Discussion of the activity packet at a parent support meeting

may be beneficial to answer questions and/or clarify directions.
2.

To be of value, the activity packet must be in use.

Every

effort should be made to encourage and counsel parents in the
use of the activity packet.
3.

Continue to evaluate the effectiveness of each specific activity

and improvise when needed.
4.

Continue to involve parents in the education of their children. Our

1990 legislature is encouraging programs that get parents actively
involved in their child's education.

APPENDIX A
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PRE-ENTRY SURVEY
STUDENT'S NAME
PARENT'S

----------------------NAME
-----------------------

The most valuable thing a parent can do to prepare their child
for reading is simply to read books to him.
1.

How often do you read to your child?

2.

Would you be willing to participate in a reading program encouraging
you to read daily to your c h i l d ? - - - - - - - - - - - - ~

Research on reading indicates that better results are achieved
when young children are taught tne basic reading skills (letter
recognition, letter/sound association, decoding, etc.) systemically
and directly.
3.

Do you think kindergartners should have activities sent home
which will sharpen their reading and writing skills? - - - - -

4.

If yes, should kindergartners be required to do these activities
_ _ daily
3 x a week
once a week?

The take home activity packet for kindergarten students provides
activities which will reinforce the reading and writing skills
taught in class.
5.

Would you be willing to participate in a home reading and
writing project with your child?

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

APPENDIX B
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Please note: Images and text in Appendix B have been redacted due to copyright concerns.
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t

Matthew's First Day

Matthew's First Day of School- Creative Writing
Objective:

The students will express themselves

imaginatively and clearly, improve their vocabulary, and
increase their p~oficiency in language skills.
Directions:

adult.

The student will dictate the story to an

The adult will write the student's spoken words on

the back of the paper.

*

Student will color the picture.

Taken from Storytelling
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Tracing Upper and Lower Case Letters
Objective:

Students will practice naming and writing

the letters of the alphabet.
Directions:

The student will say the letters ass/he

traces them.

*Taken from Frank Schaffer Kindergarten Skills
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*

Mary had a Little Lamb

Mary Had a Little Lamb- Nursery Rhyme
Objective:

Students will expand their vocabulary and

experience the fun of learning a nursery rhyme.
Directions:

Cut out the lamb on the solid lines.

on the dotted line.
the lamb up.

Glue cotton on the plain lamb.

Student will learn the nursery rhyme.

*Taken from Nursery Rhymes

Fold

Stand
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.* The Gingerbread Man

The Gingerbread Man Activity
Objectives:

The students will improve their thinking

skills by retelling the story of the Gingerbread Man.
students will develop a sense of story structure:

The

beginning,

middle, ending. 'The. students will develop an appreciation
and interest in literature.
Directions:

the, fox.

Color and cut out the Gingerbread Man and

Fold on the dotted lines so they stand up.

Color

the path. Child will move the characters along the path
whiles/he retells the story.

*

Taken from Fairy Tales, Folktales, and Fables
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The Bear- Writing Activity
Objective:

The students will see that their spoken

words can be written and that written words are reading.

The

students will develop critical thinking skills through the
use of their imagination.
Directions:

an adult.

The student will dictate his/her story to

The adult will write the student's spoken words.

The student will color the bear.

*The patterns for the head and feet are taken from Holiday
Writing Forms.
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* The Ver; Hungr; Caterpillar

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Objective:

The students will develop critical thinking

skills by learning the life cycle of the butterfly.

The

students will expand their vocabulary.
Directiqns·:

in each picture.

The student will draw the missing objects
The student will color the pictures as they

are in real life.

*

Taken from Read It Again
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The Little Brown Bear Activity- Critical.Thinking
Objectives:

The students will develop critical thinking

skills by using problem solving techniques.

The students

will express themselves imaginatively and clearly, while
developing word recognition.
Directions: Color the picture.

the back of the paper.

Draw what happened on

The student will dictate what

happened while the adult writes it down below the picture.
The student will read it back to the adult.

*

Taken from Storytelling
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The Rainbow Activity

Objective:

Students will develop the ability to reason

and enhance their critical and creative thinking skills.

Directions:.

The student will draw a picture of what

the rainbow might look like after the block of ice has melted.

*Taken from the Gifted and Talented Workbook:

Language Arts
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The Butterfly Dot-To-Dot
Objectives:

Students will develop their fine motor

skills by correctly printing the letter Bb and coloring the
butterfly.

Students will learn to identify and write the

letter Bb.
Directions:

The student will connect the dots in

numerical order and color the butterfly.
practice printing the letter Bb.

*

Taken from Consonants and Counting 0-20

The student will
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Mimi the Monkey- Creative Thinking Activity
Objectives:

Students will enhance their critical and

creative thinking skills by presenting logical, imaginative
solutions to a problem. Students will develop the ability to
recognize and/or read words.
Directions:. The student will dictate his/her story to an

adult and the adult will write the story on the back of the
paper.

The student will read the story wit4 the help of an

adult.

The student will color the picture.

*

Taken from Storytelling
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Little Miss Muffet- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

Students will learn a nursery rhyme and

appreciate the rhythms and beauty of the language.

Students

will expand their vocabulary and improve their language
and reading skills.
Directions:

lines.

Color and cut out all pieces on the solid

Glue Little Miss Muffet on a craft stick. Tie the

spider on a string.

Glue the poem on the back of the spider.

Student holds stick in his/her fists which serve as tuffets.
The student will recite the nursery rhyme from memory, pointing
to each written word of the rhyme.

*

Taken from Nursery Rhymes
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'

Pictures That Begin With Ss
Objective:

The students will recogpize objects that

begin with Ss.
Directions:

The student will color the pictures that

begin with Ss.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants

41

The Biggest Spider- Writing Activity
Objectives: The students will develop their critical
and creative thinking skills by presenting imaginative

solutions to a problem. The students are developing the
ability to recognize and/or read words.
Directions:

The student dictates the story to an adult

and the adult writes the spoken words on the lined paper.
student reads the story with the help of an adult.

The
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Printing the Letter Ss
Objectives:

The students will learn to identify and

print the letter Ss. The students will also see and hear
words that begin with the letter Ss.
Directions:

The student will practice printing the

letter Ss. The student will· r·ead the words that begin with
"Ss" with the help of an adult.

*

Taken from Lippincott Reading Series
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Hickory Dickory Dock- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

The student°s will learn new vocabulary as

they memorize the rhyme.

The students will develop reading

skills as they "read" the poem while reciting the nursery
rhyme.
Directions:

lines.

Color and cut out all pieces on the solid

Cut along the solid line on the clock.

mouse on the end of the paper strip.
the slot.

Glue the

Slip the strip through

Push a brad through the dots on the clock and the

bottom of the strip.

Move the mouse back and forth while

reciting the rhyme.

*

Taken from Enriching Language Arts and Literature:
Rhymes

Nursery

45

The Unhappy Hippo

Objectives:

The students will enhance critical and

creative thinking skills by reaching logical conclusions from
given or assumed evidence.

The students will develop word

recognition.

Directions:

Color and cut out the hippo's face and body.

Fold the hippo's body on the dotted line.
the body.

Glue the head onto

The student will dictate the story to an adult

and the adult will write the student's spoken words on the
back side of the hippo.

The student will read his/her story

with the help of an adult.

*

Taken from Enriching Language Arts and Literature:
Storytelling

46

The Hat Dot-To-Dot
Objectives:

The students.will develop their fine motor

skills by printing the letter Hh correctly and coloring the
hat.

The students will learn to identify and write the letter

Hh.
Directions:

The student will connect the dots in

numerical order and color the hat.

The student will practice

printing the letter Hh.

*

Taken from FRANK SCHAFFER Dot-To-Dot
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Three Billy Goats Gruff
Objectives:

The students will improve their critical

thinking skills, comprehension, and vocabulary skills.

The

students will be able to organize events by thinking
sequentially.
Directions:

Color and cut out the four pictures.

them on another piece of paper in the correct sequence.
Retell the story.

*

Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales

Glue
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Printing the Letter Gg
Objectives:

The students will learn to identify and

print the letter Gg, The students will also see and hear
words that begin with the letter Gg.
Directions:

The student will practice printing the

letter Gg, The student will read the words that begin with
Gg with the help of an adult.

*

Taken from Lippincott Reading Series
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Pictures Beginning With Gg and Hh
Objectives:

The students will demonstrate their ability

to recognize objects that begin with Gg and Hh.
Directions:

.Color the pictures brown that begin with Gg.

Color the pictures green that begin with Hh.

*

Taken from Fun With Consonants
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The Naughty Gorilla Story
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

reach a logical conclusion and develop a sense of story
structure.
Directions:

Student dictates the story to an adult

and the adult writes the spoken words below the picture of
the gorilla.

The student reads the story to an adult.

Student colors the gorilla picture.

51

The Turkey- Writing Activity
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

generate unique ideas and enhance their reading and language
skills.
Directi'ons:;

adult.

The student will dictate the story to an

The adult will write the student's spoken words.

Student will read story.

*

The student will color the turkey.

The patterns for the head and feet are taken from
Holiday Writing Forms.
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*

Name
Color the pictures tha1 begin with t.

The Pictures That Begin With Tt
Objectives:

The students will demonstrate their

ability to recognize words that begin with Tt.
Directions:

The student will color the pictures that

begin with Tt.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants
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The Hansel and Gretel Story
Objectives:

The students

will develop an appreciation for
reading and for good literature.
The students will be able to
organize events and retell the
story of Hansel and Gretel.
Directions:

Color and cut

out house, witch and Hansel
and Gretel. Cut door on dotted
lines.

Glue witch behind door

in the gingerbread house.

Glue

Hansel and Gretel where shown on
the Gingerbread house and
retell story.

*Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales

Name _________________________

Skill: HomewO'

December
SUN

TUE

MON
1
HAVE SOMEONE

2

THU

WED
3

4

PRACTICE
DICTATE YOUR
GIVE A BIG HUG
PRINTING THE
ANT EATING THE
TO SOMEONE
READ A STORY TO LETTER "A" FROM ALLIGATOR STORY SPECIAL TODAY.
IJJORKSHEET,
TO SOMEONE
YOU
TRY TO
COLOR PICTURES
ILLUSTRATE
REMEMBER TO
BEGINNING WITH
HUG SOMEOHE
IIRII
EVERY DAY,

17

8

I'

PRACTICE
PRINTING UPPER
AND LOWER CASE

I'

"D".

9

DICTATE YOUR
SANTA STORY
COLOR

·11

10

SAT

FRI

5READ flHD IJJRITE 6
THE WORDS FROM

.

THE-CHRISTMAS
TREE WORDWHEEL

I

13

12

HELP DECORATE
COMPLETE THE
"VERY BIG SHOE"
CREATl'IE
READ A STORY TO
YOUR HOME FOR
THINKING
THE HOLIDAYS
ACTIVITY
YOU
HAVE SOMEONE

I

COLOR PICTURES
THAT BEGIN lulTH
11011

RETURN TO CLASS
FOR DISPLAY

l,t4

15

20
19
16DO A CHORE 17DRAW A LINE 18
HAVE SOMEONE
CREATE A STORY

I
21

.

HAVE SOMEONE
READ THE ELVES
AND THE SHOEMAKER TO YOU,
COLOR THE BOOK
RND RETELL THE
STORY

I22

DO THE LETTER

SOUND REVIEW

TODAY IJJITHOUT
BEING TOLD,

23

HAVE SOMEONE

READ A STORY TO

IJJORKSHEET.

YOU

29

30

I

I

FROM EACH DOG
TO A PICTURE
THAT BEGINS
WITH "D". THIS
IS A WORKSHEET
ACTIVITY

ABOUT THE
MYSTERY GIFT.
DICTATE YOUR
STORY TO
SOMEOHE

READ A STORY TO

I

I

Ii

!

YOU

i
I

27
26
24
25
TALK ABOUT ALL PUT ALL OF 'rOUR luRITE A THANK

OF THE GOOD
THINGS THAT
HllVE OCCURRED
THIS YEAR.

TOYS AIJJRY
IJJITHOUT BEING

YOU NOTE TO
SOMEONE
~)RITE THE NOTE
YOURSELF WITH
THE HELP OF
RN ADULT.

I

i

I

31

Choose at least three activities each week for your child to do as homework.
Check t.he square when an activity has been completed.
Please sign and return this sheet to the teacher at the end of the month.
Parent's signature
e Frank Schaffer Publicofions. Inc.

I'
I

TOLD

28

I

I

I
:
l

l

6

FS-8630 Daily Homework Activ!ti,

55

*

Printing the Letter Aa
Objectives:

The students will learn to identify and print

the letter Aa. The students will also identify words that
begin with the letter Aa.
Directions:

Aa.

*

The student will practice printing the letter

The student will color the pictures that begin with Aa.

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants
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Christmas Tree Word Wheel

Objectives:

The students will demonstrate their ability

to use phonetic clues to sound out words.

Directions:

Cut out tree and wheel.

Insert brad through

dot on tree and then through the dot on the wheel.
wheel.

Spin

Read and write words as they appear on word wheel.

57

The Ant Ate the Alligator Story
Objectives:

The students will enhance their critical and

creative thinking skills by organizing events and presenting
imaginative solutions to problems.
Directions:

The student dictates the story to an adult and

the adult writes the student's spoken words on lined paper.
The student reads the story with the help of an adult.
illustrates story.

Student

58

Printing the Letter Dd ·
Objectives:

The students will learn to identify·and print

the letter Dd. The students will demonstrate their ability to
recognize pictures that begin with Dd.
Directions:
Dd.

The student will practice printing the letter

The student will color pictures that begin with Dd.

*Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants
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Santa Claus- Writing Activity
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

present imaginative solutions to problems and enhance their
reading, writing and language skills.
Directions:

adult.

Th~ student will dictate the story to an

The adult will write the student's words and the student

will copy or the student, using his/her knowledge of the written
language, will write his/her own words.

*

Student colors Santa.

The patterns for the head and feet are taken from Holiday
Writing Forms
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*

Giant Shoe- Creative Thinking Activity
Objectives:

The students will demonstrate their ability to

generate unique ideas and expand their oral vocabulary.
Directions:

The student will illustrate a new way to use

a very big shoe on the back side of the paper.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts
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The Elves and the Shoemaker
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

organize events by retelling a story.

The students will develop

an appreciation for good literature and reading.
Directions:

Cut out book on solid lines.

Fold horizontally

and then vertically on dotted lines to form book.
pictures.

*

Tell the story to a friend.

Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales

Color
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Pictures That Begin With Dd
Objectives:

The students will demonstrate their ability

to recognize pictures that begin with Dd.
Directions:

The student will draw a line from each dog

to a doghouse that has a picture that begins with the Dd sound.

*

Taken from Sumner School District's Kindergarten Skill Packet
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The Mystery Gift
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

generate unique ideas and reach logical conclusions from given
evidence.
Directions:

Color and cut out the gift.

Fold on the

dotted line. Open the gift. Student will dictate a story
to be written by an adult of what is inside.

*

Taken from Enriching Language Arts and Literature:
Storytelling

'

Letter Sound Review Sheet

Objectives: Students will demonstrate their ability to
recognize objects that begin with Bb, Ss, Mm, Gg, Hh, Dd, Aa.
Directions: The student will write the beginning letter/
sound for each picture.

*Taken from Lippincott Reading Series
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'

Student Made Book:
Objectives:

In The Night
The students will enhance their oral

language by thinking logically and critically.

The students

will expand their writing skills as well as their reading skills.
Directions: Cut on the dotted line. Fold vertically,
then fold horizontally, and lastly fold vertically. The student,

using his/her knowledge of letters/sounds; writes the words, or
the parent writes the student's word and the student copies.
Student illustrates.

Student reads story to family members.

67

Printing the Letter Nn
Objectives:

Students will learn to identify and print the

le.tter Nn. Students will see and hear words that begin with the
letter Nn sound.
Directions:

The student will p_ractice printing the letter

Nn. The student will read the words that begin with "n" with
the help of an adult.

*

Taken from the Lippincott Workbook
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Nest Dot-To-Dot
Objectives:

Students will develop their fine motor skills

by printing the letter Nn correctly and coloring the nest.
Students will learn to identify and write the letter Nn.
Directions:

The.student will connect the dots in numerical

order and color the nest.

The student will practice printing

the letter Nn.

l

*

Taken from Consonants and Counting 0-20
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The Three Little Pigs
Objectives:

Students will learn new ways to express

themselves imaginativelj and clearly, improve their vocabulary,
and increase their proficiency in language skills.
Directions:

Color and cut out .the three houses.

back the houses on the dotted lines so they stand up.
glue the houses to a separate sheet of paper.
the wolf finger puppet.
form tab.

Tape or

Color and cut out

Cut the solid lines under the paws to

Form a ring with the tabs and glue the ends together

so that they fit over.a finger.

Have chiLdren place tµe wolf

on one finger and try to "blow" the houses down!
that the brick house remains standing.)

*

Fold

(Remind them

Retell story.

Taken from Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables
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The Snowman- Writing Activity
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

generate unique and imaginative ideas and enhance their
reading, writing, and language skills.
Directions:

adult.

The student wi.11 dictate the story to an

The adult writes the student's word and the student

copies, or the student, using his/her own knowledge of sounds,
writes his/her own words.

*

Student colors the snowman.

The patterns for the head and feet are from Holiday Writing
Forms
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Poozoo-Creative Thinking Activity
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

generate unique and imaginative ideas from given evidence and
expand their oral vocabulary.
Directions:

The student will illustrate his interpretation

of a Poozoo.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts
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The Pictures That Begin With Cc
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

recognize words that ·beg.in with Cc.
Directions:

The student will color the pictures that begin

with Cc.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants
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The Magic Castle- Creative Thinking Activity
Objectives:

Students will develop the ability to present

imaginative and creative conclusions from given or assumed
evidence.

Students will expand their knowledge of the oral and

written vocabulary.
Directions:

Cut out story, the castle, and rectangle.

castle door on the solid lines.

Cut

Draw a picture in the rectangle

to show what happens-next in .. the ,,story,

Turn the castle over

and glue the rectangle to the back of the door. Glue the story
to the back of the castle. Open and close the door on the dotted
line.

*

Student tells what happens next.

Taken from Storytelling
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The Cap Word Strip
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

use phonetic clues to sound out words.

Students will read and

write the words as they appear on the strip.
Directions:

line.

Cut out the cap. Cut the slits on the dotted

Cut the top and bottom lines on the letter strip.

back on the middle line so the letters are visible.
letter strip through the slits on the cap.
words as they appear on the word strip.

Fold

Feed the

Read and write the

75

C

Pussy Cat- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

memorize the poem.

Students will learn new vocabulary as they
Students will 'develop reading skills as

they "read" the poem while reciting the nursery rhyme.

Students

will experience literature as a way to appreciate the rhythms
and beauty of the language.
Directions:

lines.

Color and cut out all pieces on the solid

Glue mouse and cat on two craft sticks.

the dotted lines and stand up.

Students may make a castle out

of blocks and stage a play with their characters.

*

Taken from Nursery Rhymes
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The Door as a Sled- Creative Thinking Activity
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

think creatively and generate original and unique ideas.
Directions:

The student will draw a new way to use a

door and share his/her idea with his/her family.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts
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The Pictures That Begin With Ff
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their knowledge to

recognize words that begin with Ff.
Directions:

The student will color the pictures that

begin with Ff.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Sounds
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The Snowman Sequencing Activity

Objectives:

Stu.dents will demonstrate their ability to

organize events, which is a skill that plays an important part
in reading comprehension.

Directions:

The .student will color, cut, and paste the

pictures in the correct order.

*

Taken from Picture. Sequencing
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No School Today- Writing Activity
Objectives:

Students will enhance their critical and

creative thinking skills by generating unique and imaginative
solutions to a problem.
Directions:

The student writes whats/he is thinking and

the mother writes what she is thinking.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks Language Arts
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Valentine- Writing Activity
Objectives:

The students will develop the ability to

organize events and reach logical conclusions.

Students will

enhance their reading, writing, and language skills.
Directions:

adult.

The. st·udent will dictate the story to an

The adult writes the student's words and the student

copies or the student, using his/her knowledge of sounds, writes
his/her own words.

*

Student colors the cupid.

The patterns for the head and hearts are taken from
Holiday Writing Forms.
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Letter Vv- Sound Activity
Objective: Students will demonstrate their ability to
recognize pictures that begin with Vv.
Directions: Cut and paste all of the pictures that
begin with the Vv sound.

*

Taken from Fun·With Initial Consonants
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Off We Go- Crea.ti ve Thinkii::1g. Activity
Objectives:

Stud~nts will enhance their critical and

creative thinking skills by reaching logical conclusions from
specific clues.
Directions:
rectangle.

Cut out the bird, the wing, the tail and the

Color the bird and draw yourself in the rectangle.

Glue the wing and the tail on the bird.
the. bird's back.

*

Glue your picture on

Glue the story on the back of the bird.

Taken from Gifted and Talented:

Language Arts
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Jet Word Strip
Objectives:

Students will.demonstrate their ability to,

use phonetic clues to sound out words.

Students will read and

write the words as they appear on the word strip.
Cut out the jet. Cut the slits on the dotted
line. Cut the strip and feed it through the slits on the jet.
Write words as they appear on the word strip.
Directions:

85

The Little Red Hen
Objectives:

Students will develop an appreciation for good
literature and for reading. students will be able to organize
events and retell the story of the Little Red Hen.
Directions:

Color and cut out circle with characters.

Put brad through the X on picture, then through X on circle, so
circle is attached to back of picture.
lines. Color picture with hen.

*

Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales
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Old King Cole- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

Students will learn new vocabulary as they

memorize the rhyme.

Students will develop reading skills as

they read the poem while reciting the nursery rhyme.
Directions:

Color and cut out all three parts of the crown.

Glue or tape together to fit head.

*

Taken from Nursery Rhymes

Memorize rhyme.

88

ot Word Wheel
Students will demonstrate their ability to
use phonetic clues to sound out words. Students will read and
Objectives:

write the words as they appear on the word wheel.
Directions:

Cut out the octopus and the dotted circle.

out the wheel with the single letters bn it.
to the back of the octopus with a brad.
the large black dot.
wheel.

Attach the wheei

Push the brad through

Read and write words while spinning the

Cut

89

Color the Pictures That Begin With Ll and Kk
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their knowledge

by recognizing words that begin with Kk and Ll.

Following

directions is a very important skill with this activity.
Directions:

Color the pictures red that begin with Kk.

Color the pictures yellow that begin with Ll.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants

90

The Kite Flying Story
Objectives: Students will demonstrate their ability to
organize events, a skill that plays an important part in
reading comprehension.
Directions:

The student will color, cut, and paste the

pictures in the correct order.
*Taken from Picture Segu.encing
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Ko, the Koala-- Creative Thinking
Objectives:

Students will generate unique ideas, compare

and contrast the same elements in different situations, and
present imaginative solutions to problems.
Directions:

Cut out the book on the solid lines.

horizontally and then vertically on the dotted lines.
picture on the last page to tell how the story ends.
picture.

*

Tell the story to a family member.

Taken from Storytelling

Fold
Draw a
Color the

92

The Pictures That Begin With Ll
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their knowledge by

recognizing words that begin with Ll.
· Directions:

The student will color the pictures that begin

with Ll.

*

Taken from Fun With Initial Sounds
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Leprechaun- Writing Activity
Objectives:

Students will learn new ways to express

themselves imaginatively and clearly, improve their vocabulary,
and increase their proficiency in language and writing skills.
Directions:

The student will dictate the story to an adult.

The adult will write the student's spoken words and the student
will copy.

The student may choose to write their own story

using their knowledge of the written language.

*

Head and feet taken from Holiday Writing Forms
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Rabbit Dot-To-Dot
Objectives:

Students will develop their fine motor skills

by printing the letter Rr correctly and coloring the rabbit.
Students will learn to identify and write the letter Rr.
Directions:

The student will connect the dots in

numerical order and color the rabbit.

The student will practice

printing the letter Rr.

*

Taken from Consonants and Counting 0-20
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Little Red Riding Hood
Objectives:

Students will enhance their comprehensive

skills by demonstrating their ability to organize events and
retell the story.
Directions:

Color and cut out all characters.

tabs on dotted lines.

Fold back

Each character will stand up.

On another
piece of paper, color a forest scene for a background. Retell
the story of Little Red Riding Hood using the manipulatives.

*Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales
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The Pot at the End of the Rainbow- Creative Thinking Activity
Objective:

Students will enhance their critical and

creative thinking skills by discovering imaginative, but
suitable solutions to the situation.
Directions:

Draw a picture of what you think is in the

pot at the end of the rainbow.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts
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Choose at least three activities each week for your child to do as homework.
Check the square when an activity has been completed.
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Easter Bunny- Writing Activity
Objectives:

Students will learn new ways to express

themselves imaginatively and clearly, improve their vocabulary,
and increase their proficiency in language, reading, and
writing skills.
Directions:

adult.

The student will dictate the story to an

The adult writes the student's spoken words and the

student copies.

The student may choose to write his/her own

story using his/her knowledge of the written language.

*

The patterns for the head and feet are taken from
Holiday Writing Forms.
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Upper and Lower Case Alphabet
Objectives:

The students will identify the upper and lower

case letters in the alphabet.

The students will have fun

connecting the dots in alphabetical order.
Directions:

The student will connect the dots in

alphabetical order and color the pictures.

*Taken from Frank Schaffer's Dot-To Dot
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Jack Be Nimble--- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

memorize the poem.

Students will learn new vocabulary as they
Students will develop reading skills and

appreciate the rhythms and beauty of the language.

Students

will reach logical conclusions from given or assumed evidence.
Directions:

the candlestick.
member. '

*

Color what Jack will do after he jumps over
Share your picture with a friend or family

Taken from Enriching Language Arts and Literature:
Rhymes

Nursery

1 00

Find the Letter J's
Objectives:

Jj.

Students will be able to recognize the letter

Students will have fun finding the letter J's.
Directions:

The student will find and color all of the

letter J's.

*

Taken from Sumner School District's Skill Packet

1 01

Draw What Each Person is Thinking- Creative Thinking Skill
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

think creatively and generate original and unique ideas.
Directions:

thinking.

The student will draw what each person is

Then they will draw their faces.

Student shares

ideas with someone in his/her family.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts

1 02

Printing the Letter Uu

Objectives:

Students will learn to identify and print the

letter Uu. Students will practice printing the letter Uu. Students
will read the·words tli.at begin with "u" with the he~p of an
adult.
Directions: Print the capital U and the lower case u.
Color the pictures.

*

Taken from Sumner School District's Kindergarten Skill Packet

103

The Ugly Duckling
Students will develop a love for good

Objective:

literature and a love for books.

This activity will help to

expand the children's critical thinking, comprehension, and
vocabulary skills.
Directions:

Color swan and surrounding scenery.

ugly duckling and cut out on dotted line.
on swan page.
the X.

Color

Cut along dotted line

Connect ugly duckling to the swan with a brad at

The ugly duckling can now be moved behind the slit to

reveal the swan.

The child retells the story of The Ugly

Duckling and, at the appropriate time in the story, has the
ugly duckling turn into the beautiful swan.

*

Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales

1 04 ·

Bug Word Strip
Objectives:

students will demonstrate their ability to

use phonetic clues to sound out words.

Students will read and

write the words as they appear on the word strip.
Directions:

line.

Cut out the bug.

Cut the slits on the dotted

Cut the strip and feed it through the slits on the bug.

Student reads the words as he/she feeds the strip through the
slits.
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Cinderella
Objective:

Students will organize events sequentially

and have fun retelling the story of Cinderella.
Directions:
correct sequence.

*

Colori cut, and paste the pictures in the
Retell the story.

Taken from Fairy Tales, Folktales and Fables
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I've Got An Itch-- Writing Activity
Objective:

Students will complete the sentence using

their knowledge of the written language.

Children are

encouraged to use inventive spelling.
Directions:

can itch.

Brainstorm about places on our bodies that

The child draws a picture of himself/herself

scratching a particular location of his/her choice.
writes the word to complete the sentence.

The child

108

*

Naughty Little Chick-- Writing Activity
Objective:

Students will increase their proficiency in

reading and writing.skills.
Directions:

The. student will dictate the story to an adult.

The adult writes the student's spoken words and the student
copies.

The student may choose to write their own story _.using

their knowledge of the written language.

Inventive spelling

is encouraged.

*

The patterns for the bird and nest are taken from Holiday
Writing Forms.

1 09

_

Jack and the Beanstalk
Objectives:

Students will expand their abilities to

express themselves imaginatively and clearly, improve their
vocabularies, and increase their proficiency in language skills.
Directions:

Color and cut out the large and small strips.

Cut dotted line on large strip.
large strip.

Put small strip in back of

Pull strip up to make the beanstalk grow.

story using manipulative.

Retell

The manipulative should be used by

student while the story is being read to him/her.
*Taken from Fun With Fairy Tales

11 0

'

*

The Pictures That Begin With W
Objectives:

Students will demonstrate their knowledge by

recognizing words that begin with W.
Directions:
with

*

The student will color the pictures.that begin

w.

Taken from Fun With Initial Consonants
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Fuzzy Wuzzy-- Nursery Rhyme
Objectives:

Students will develop reading skills and

enjoy the rhythms and beauty of the language.
Directions:

lines.

Color and cut out all pieces on the solid

Glue head on body.

Attach bear limbs to the body with

four brads. Glue craft stick on the back of the bear.
the nursery rhyme.

*

Taken from Nursery Rhymes

Learn

11 2

The Zoo-- Creative Thinking Activity
Objective:

Students will enhance their critical and
creative thinking skills by discovering imaginative, but
suitable outcomes to a situation.
Directions:

Cut out the book on the solid lines: Fold
horizontally and then vertically on the dotted lines. Draw a
picture on the last page to tell how the story ends.
picture.

*

Taken from Storytelling

Color the

11 3

Draw Different Ways to Use a Table and a Hat-- Creative Thinking
Objective:

Students will demonstrate their ability to

think creatively and generate original and unique ideas.
Directions:

The student will draw different ways to use a

table and hat in the appropriate boxes.

Student will share ideas

with someone in his/her family.

*

Taken from Gifted and Talented Workbooks:

Language Arts

APPENDIX C

11 4

11 5

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE
1.

Estimate the amount of time spent per day on project activities.

2.

Do you feel that sending activities home three times a week
was sufficient? Yes
No
I would like more
I would like less ~
---

3.

Did you find the activities easy to use?

4.

Were the directions for activities clear and easy to follow?

5.

Did you notice an increase in your child's reading ability?

6.

Did you notice an increase in your child's interest in reading?

7.

Did you notice an improvement in your child's attitude toward
school?

8.

Do you think that participation in this project increased
your knowledge of how reading is taught? Yes
No
Please comment:

----------

---------------------

9.

Did you notice an improvement in your. attitude toward school
or teachers?

----------------------

10. Do you think that participation in this project was beneficial
for you or your c h i l d ? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11. Would you participate in such a project again?
12. What changes would you suggest to improve the

Thank you for your cooperation!
to any of the questions.

------project?
----

Feel free to add your comments

